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Office Action Summary 



Art Unit 



Period for R&pty 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MQNTHf 5) FROM 
THE MAI LING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Status 



1 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 07 May 2001 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)|EI This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) £<3 Claim(s) 1-22 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) (EI Claim(s) 1-13 and 19-22 is/are allowed. 

6) [X] Claim(s) 14 and 15 is/are rejected. 

7) HI Claim(s) 16-18 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) Q The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

1 3) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)QAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application) 
a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

1) pi Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). . 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

3) LJ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s) . 6) O Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 
CLAIMS 
Summary 

Claims 1,2,9,13,14,19,21 and 22 are the independent claims under consideration in this 
Office Action. 

Claims 3-8,10-12,15-18 and 20 are the dependent claims under consideration in this 
Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. % 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. § 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -- 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Chen 
(5,094,021). 

Chen teaches and ultrasonic iron comprising a plate 20, an ultrasonic means 51,52 
attached to the plate for generating ultrasonic waves in the plate. A housing 40 is provided with 
a handle and means and a thermal resistor 537 and control circuit 50 are provided for assuring 
that scorching or damage does not occur in the material being pressed (columns 2 and 3, last and 
first lines, respectively). 
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ALLOWABLE SUBJECT MATTER 



Claims 1-13 and 19-22 are allowable over the prior art of record. 

Claims 16-18 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Heofer et al.. Illustrate an iron with a piezoelectric sprayer for spraying articles being 
ironed. Debourg et al.. Illustrate an iron including pump means for spraying adjuvants. Shimizu 
et al.. Illustrate an iron with a sprayer at the front edge of the iron. Ogawa et al., and Hart Jr. 
illustrate ultrasonic generators. 



Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist at (703) 308-0861. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications directed to the 
examiner should be directed to Mr. Ismael Izaguirre at (703) 308-0892 located in CP4-4A03, 
Monday through Friday 9:30am to 6:00pm. 
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Ismael Izaguirre 
Primary Examiner 
Group Art Unit 3765 



II 

December 15, 2002 



